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Somebody should have taught her to speak
for the most part on whatever note of her
voice is most musical,, and soften those
harsh notes by speaking, not singing, to
some stringed instrument, taking note after
note and, as it were, caressing her words
a little as if she loved the sound of them,
and have taught her after this some
beautiful pantomimic dance, till it had
grown a habit to live for eye and ear.
A wise theatre might make a training in
strong and beautiful life the fashion, teach-
ing before all else the heroic discipline of
the looking-glass, for is not beauty, even
as lasting love, one of the most difficult of
the arts ?
THE TREE OF LIFE
We artists have taken over-much to heart
that old commandment about seeking after
the Kingdom of Heaven. Verlaine told
me that he had tried to translate In
Memoriam, but could not because Tenny-
son was " too noble, too Anglais, and, when
he should have been broken-hearted, had
many reminiscences.'5 About that time I
found in some English review an essay of
his on Shakespeare. " I had once a fine